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Physical Education-Mr. Feys 

Early Fall 2018 

A special thank you to Karen Brohl of Brohl’s 

Greenhouses for once again providing our 

vegetable plants for our Orchard Primary garden.  

Her generous donation and the work of our 

students resulted in a nice fall harvest.  The 

upkeep is a huge task to keep the weeds and 

animals under control, but each stage of the 

process is a learning experience for the kids.  

Harvesting is definitely the highlight for the 

children!  We were able to donate 172 beef steak 

tomatoes, 212 roma tomatoes, 75 jalapeno peppers, 

and 52 bell peppers 

to our Almont 

community.  If that 

wasn’t enough, our 

3rd annual garden 

also provided 

enough produce to 

provide salsa parties 

to every Orchard 

Primary class.  We 

have managed to 

create a “secret” 

salsa recipe for all to 

enjoy as part of an all-natural organic yummy 

treat.  As highlighted in the Tri City Times this 

fall, I mentioned that “I believe the Orchard 

Primary students have the most unique learning 

opportunity in the immediate area by combining 

the students indoor learning experience and 

connecting it with the outdoor learning experience 

to create a truly well-rounded education for our 

kids”.   

Late Fall 2018 

Where did our fall go?  One moment we had 

beautiful fall foliage on the trees and the next we 

had old man winter!  We were able to make some 

cider this fall.  We ground and mashed apples and 

used our cider press to make some awesome cider.  

Our third grade students benefitted the most 

during their annual Pioneer Day Festival.  We 

The Orchard Primary 

students sure have been 

physically busy this school 

year too!  Our physical 

education students have 

been playing an assortment of games that 

stress movement and coordination, while 

emphasizing teamwork and 

sportsmanship.  Beginning this month, the 

OP student athletes will put on their 

dancing shoes and do a class period of 

aerobics.  Some of the games that we are 

playing are old school video games themed:  

pac man tag, pac man tag extreme, 

centipede tag, and frogger 

tag just to name a few.  We 

look forward to continue 

adding the basic 

fundamentals of physical 

education through sport 

and play. 

were able to press around 8 gallons of cider.  

Thank you to the Bishop family for donating 

their family’s grinder and apples.  More 

recently, our OP students took the necessary 

steps of winterizing our garden just in time 

before the snow landed.  We took out all of 

the old vegetation and filled a section of our 

compost pile completely.  This compost will 

provide us with nutrient rich soil in the 

spring to give our 4th annual garden a head 

start.  At the same time, we shelled cobs of 

corn and harvested our sunflower seeds to fill 

our bird feeders this winter. 

REMINDER: STEAM classes are 40 

minutes in length and are held mainly 

outdoors.  Please be sure your child(ren) is 

dressed appropriately on their STEAM day as 

the days are growing COLDER!    



With Mrs. Tencza 

Notes from the music room—Mrs. Royster 

This fall our High School & Middle School choir director left, so that meant Mrs. Royster needed to take over 

those choirs and is now unavailable to see all of the classes that she normally saw here at Orchard Primary.  

We are very privileged to have Mrs. Heidi Couch as our long term substitute helping with our music classes 

here at Orchard Primary.  Mrs. Couch is teaching our kindergarten, 1st, 2nd and 4th grades, while Mrs. 

Royster is able to continue to teach our begindergarten and 3rd graders.  Mrs. Couch will be with us through 

the end of the school year. 

At Orchard Primary we learn music through making music by singing, dancing, using 

instruments or kinesthetic movement.  Listening to different types of music, then discussing and describing 

what we just heard in regard to tempos, dynamics, expressions and rhythms— this all leads students into 

using the proper musical terminology which is in the Italian language. 

We kicked the school year off with our students learning to sing our “Almont Fight Song” and they loved 

singing along with the High School Marching Band on Homecoming day! 

Begindergarten students sing and dance, learn music notation by singing very cool songs!  When they leave, 

they’re still singing them—very catchy tunes!   We had worked on fall coloring sheets that challenged them to 

remember their music notes that we’ve learned along with their colors.  Sometimes we even went outside to 

do some singing and play rhythm sticks. 

Kindergarten has been working on music that reinforces the steady-beat and dynamics (loud & soft).  We 

have fun dancing and putting moves to our music to help reinforce how kinesthetic movement helps in 

remembering lyrics.  They’ve mastered “Hickity Pickity”; ask your student what this is! 

First and second grades have been learning about music note values, patterns and writing notes.  Soon they 

will begin rehearsing their spring concert songs. 

The third grade classes have been working on their upcoming holiday concert songs—we are excited to 

showcase what they’ve learned at tomorrow night’s concert! (See date and time below.) 

Fourth graders received their long awaited recorders and are now learning how to play them (gently).    

Upcoming Music Concerts 

3rd Grade  Holiday Concert—December 4th 7:00 pm in the High School Auditorium 
1st Grade Spring Concert—April 16th 6:00 pm in the High School Auditorium 

2nd Grade Spring Concert—April 16th 7:00 pm in the High School Auditorium 

4th Grade Recorder Concert and Stepping Up Night—tentative date is May 16, 2019 6:00 pm @ AMS

Thank you to all who ordered through the 

Display my Art fundraiser.  These always 

make great gifts and are fantastic for 

preserving your child’s artwork!  Proceeds 

go directly to support our OP Art and Tech 

classes with supplies for our OP students! 

All Art classes finished or are finishing up our study of the 

first drawings.  We took a trip back in time 15,000+ years ago 

to learn about cave art!   Kindergarten learned about the Cave 

of Hands in Argentina while 2nd-4th graders learned about the 

Cave of Lascaux in France.  1st graders are making a woolly 

mammoth from the book “The First Drawing”.   Next up, the students will learn 

about Ancient Egyptian Art.  They are loving the time travel to learn about early art!   



Library with Mrs. Dupuis 

A HUGE thank you to all the students and parents who 

purchased a book from the Fall Book Fair. Last year the 

library was able to purchase 150 books with the 

proceeds. This year the library should be able to get a 

few more than that as our sales were slightly more. Inside the front cover of the books 

purchased with book fair money is a book plate stating where the book came from: Lowry’s 

Books and More of Three Rivers, MI. Also students were entered in a drawing for a free 

book and one child from each grade level was chosen. 

To finish out the year, library classes will hear holiday themed books and do an activity that 

complements the story. 

In January, third and fourth grade students will be given a chance to win a free book by 

playing Snowball Games. This bingo type sheet has students fill in what they read to get 

five in a row. The contest will run from January 22 – March 22. Prizes will be awarded after 

Spring Break! 

Tech classes with Mrs. Tencza 

We have been very busy in Tech classes!  All students began the year with Internet 

Safety.  It’s so important in today’s world that students recognize safe and unsafe 

behavior online.  Clicky from the Netsmartz gang is both informative and entertaining 

on the subject!  Students love learning about the outlaws and how to stay safer online.   

Older students did activities on the Safe Online Surfing website 

created by the FBI.  They also enjoy Clicky.  Online Safety lessons 

are taught and revisited throughout the year as well.   

Kindergarten and 1st graders have been learning how to use a 

new app every week or so and then they get practice using the 

app during tech time and art stations.  They have also been using 

and loving the app “Teach Your Monster to Read”.   

2nd graders have learned several math and reading apps to enhance their skills that are 

taught in the classroom.  They also enjoy the MEL website where they learn about 

animals and various topics of their choice.  Currently they are 

doing beginning typing skills through the app EdClub.  They are 

getting familiar with where the letters are on the keyboard to 

prepare them for 3rd grade keyboarding! 

3rd and 4th graders have spent several weeks on Typing Club.  

We took a break to play a digital escape room where they 

learned about the history of computers.  Very few students 

solved all of the riddles and clues in order to escape!  It was tough but they used team 

work and perseverance to answer the questions.  Hopefully the next escape room will be 

a little less tricky!   


